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Home Education

Homeschooling Under Watch

Author: Vernon Dickason

Opening Reflection

Home education is often born from conviction, a desire to nurture learning in a way that
honours a child’s pace, interests and values. For many South African families, it’s also a
response to systemic gaps, safety concerns or cultural needs. The BELA Bill proposes
tighter regulation of homeschooling, raising important questions: Are we safeguarding
quality, or centralising control? And how do we honour parental agency while protecting
educational standards?

What the BELA Bill Says
. Parents must apply annually to the Head of Department (HoD) for permission
to homeschool.
. The curriculum must be aligned with the national curriculum (CAPS).
. The HoD may conduct site visits to assess learning conditions.
. The Minister may prescribe additional requirements for registration and
monitoring.

What'’s Changed: From SASA to BELA
Under SASA (1996):

Parents could apply for exemption from compulsory school attendance to homeschool.
Oversight was minimal, and curriculum flexibility was allowed.

Under BELA (2024):

Annual registration is mandatory. Curriculum alignment is enforced. Site visits and
ministerial oversight introduce direct state involvement.

Key Shift:

From flexible, parent-led education to regulated, state-monitored homeschooling with
stricter compliance requirements.



Why It Matters

The intention behind this clause is to ensure that all learners, regardless of schooling
method, receive a quality education. However, the proposed oversight may feel intrusive
to families who value pedagogical freedom, religious expression or alternative learning
philosophies.

From a systems-thinking lens, this raises questions about trust, autonomy and diversity.
Education is not one-size-fits-all. While accountability is important, it must be balanced
with respect for parental rights and educational pluralism.

Philosophically, this touches on constructivist learning and human dignity. Children thrive
in environments that honour curiosity, context and care. Oversight should support, not
suppress, these conditions.

Reflective Responses
+ What does meaningful oversight look like in home education?

It should be collaborative, not punitive. Supportive check-ins, access to resources and
clear guidelines can help families thrive without feeling surveilled.

+ How do we protect children’s right to education without undermining
parental agency?

By recognising parents as partners, not adversaries. By offering pathways for curriculum
adaptation and acknowledging diverse learning models.

+ What risks emerge if regulation becomes too rigid?

Loss of innovation, cultural erasure, and disengagement from the formal education
system. Overregulation may push families underground rather than into dialogue.

Sidebar: Facts and Philosophy

Statistics from the Pestalozzi Trust (2023):

o Over 30,000 South African families currently homeschool.

. 78% cite safety, pedagogical freedom or religious values as their primary
motivation.

. Less than 5% report receiving meaningful support from provincial
departments.

“Education must be responsive to context. When we standardise too tightly, we risk
silencing the very voices we aim to uplift.” - Prof. Elizabeth Walton, Inclusive Education
Scholar.




